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I am writing this from Hathaway Point Road 

Island; Hathaway Point Road has been closed for 

a few days now. The fun of driving across the 

water in a hay wagon behind a tractor has worn 

off. How exactly and to what extent the flooding 

will impact water quality has not been deter-

mined. The lake level is unprecedented, so there 

is not much data to go by. The cleanup may al-

low us to work on some longer term improve-

ment projects.  

There is much activity going on in our Lake 

cleanup efforts but the real progress 

of improving water quality contin-

ues to be slow but steady. We have 

a new administration in Montpelier, 

with new players in key positions. 

Julie Moore, the head of Clean and 

Clear from its beginning, has left 

government service. We will miss 

Julie. David Mears, formerly of the 

Vermont Law School is the new 

Commissioner of the Department 

of Environmental Conservation. 

David brings a new perspective to 

the Agency and has a long history of support for 

efforts to clean up the lake.  

The EPA has taken the unprecedented step of 

opening up the TMDL. The TMDL (total maxi-

mum daily load) is both the total amount of 

phosphorus that the lake can support and still be 

clean and the name of the plan for achieving a 

clean lake. It is the document that controls the 

overall Lake cleanup efforts. Opening the TMDL 

contains some risks but also significant opportu-

nity for rewards. The opportunity to review the 

overall plan for cleaning up the lake and having 

EPA support for those efforts, is a significant 

opportunity for seeing increased action. 

 The Bay Association will continue to harvest 

weeds, and continue to look at improvements to 

this program. We will look at new technologies, 

new equipment and new ways to support the 

program. I believe that weed harvesting can and 

will have a significant role to play in our Bay 

restoration efforts.  

The Town of Saint Albans has displayed a new 

and welcome interest in water quality issues. The 

Town voters have supported money for improv-

ing the Town Park beach. Engi-

neering and permitting is underway 

to move sand up onto the rocks 

which will make removing the 

weeds with equipment much easier. 

The ultimate goal is to return swim-

ming to the town park, but in the 

short term, reducing the noxious 

smell would be a great first step. 

The opportunities for participation 

for all our members remain. Donôt 

forget the Walk-a-thon on June 4th. 

Come to our meetings the third 

Wednesday of the month at 5:00 PM at the Town 

Park in the summer and the St. Albans Free  

Library in the winter. Finally, talking to        

Legislators is a significant help to our efforts. 

Many of the regulation are governed by State 

Law and changing those laws to better support 

our efforts is where we can make the most pro-

gress most quickly.  

 

Thank you to all who volunteer and work to help 

support the Bay Association.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Summer 2011 

Weed Harvesting 

 

 

Send your  

contributions today! 

 

P.O. Box 1567 

St. Albans VT 

05478  

 

Please note on 

check for  

òweed harvestingó 

  

or visit our website 

Working to Restore the Bay  

We meet the 

3rd Wednesday 

of each month  

St. Albans    

Free Library 

Join us! 

Next Meeting 

May 18th  

5:00 p.m. 

www.saintalbanswatershed.org                                    sawatershed@myfairpoint.net                    
 


